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record the fine detail in macro mode.

Purple sunstar, red cushion star and spiny
starfish were abundant, as were the sand-
dwelling scallops. Careful scrutiny among
the rocks revealed long-clawed squat
lobsters, hermit crabs and pink shrimps.

Underwater visibility, at a respectable
8m, was impressive when the sea state
beyond the headlands was so disturbed.

A kelp forest in the 3-6m depth zone
allowed for an interesting safety stop. The
flora and fauna created more questions than
answers, such was the concentration of
marine life in the area.

We took extra care clambering from the
clutches of the sea to terra firma. The
boulders were big, slippery and very round,
waiting to claim an unwary diver should he
or she stumble.

Allowing for the heavy weather to pass
over, the scuba diving opportunities multiply
many fold. Wrecks like the SS Urlarna offer
quality recreational exploration. In only 6-
15m depth, you can visit the remains of the
6,850-tonne twin-decked single-screw cargo
vessel, which sank on 5 September 1943.

Slightly further south are the magnificent
Macleods Maidens, an above-water
geological feature resembling huge statues,
which also offers a parallel eye-blinding
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undersea vista.

Protecting known sites from plunder is a
topical subject. Imagine the possibility of
5,000 tonnes of plate metal being removed
from a hull! This is the fate that possibly
awaits the wreck of the HMS Port Napier,
which lies in Isle of Skye waters. The steel
currently being analysed, as it was not
contaminated by radiation which emanated
from the atomic bomb and such metal has
in the past been used for things like surgical
instruments. Developments should be noted
with keen interest, as this wreck has offered
much enjoyment to divers for decades.

And then there are the new discoveries to
be made — in the west of Skye there is a
World War Il German submarine to be
located!

Not to be forgotten are the long walks or
mountain-climbing available within the
island’s interior, or travelling across rough
terrain using a quad bike. But then there is
always the pub in the historic fishing village
to while away those surplus hours, before
the sea beckons you to return.

Travel information

Hebridean Diving Services, Shorepark, Lochbay,
Waternish, Isle of Skye IV55 8GD, Tel: 01470
592219; 0378 761313.




