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The scenery around Skye is ctacular
Photos by Simon Volpe

SKYE LINE

Skye, part of the Hebrides in Scotland, is a
beautiful island containing an enormous
variety of differing scenic features. The
Cuillin mountain, range as an example, owes
its dramatic twisted form to volcanic activity,
which affected the whole of western
Scotland at one time.

The same rugged beauty extends below
the water line - and, as divers we are
privileged to be able to bear witness to this.
Skye divides into six peninsular, which are
separated by sea lochs forty-eight miles long
and measuring 6,782 square miles - there
will always be plenty to explore.

Tidal streams around Skye are
comparatively weak, but this a generalisation
which should not be taken too literally. The
underwater visibility is excellent, and the
absence of dense population has ensued that
man’s presence has not punished the

environment.

THE CHADWICK
It was on a voyage from Glasgow to St
Petersburg when the steamship Chadwick,
constructed from iron, was driven ashore by
heavy seas under the cliffs at Rubha Ban, at
the north end of Oisgill Bay.

The wreck site of the Chadwick is very
challenging, as it is very exposed to adverse
weather and sea conditions. That said, we
found a meteorological pause and dropped to
the seabed at twenty metres. The tide was
still running quite fiercely, so time and skill
had to be used to find large enough sections
of the wreck to shelter behind - as a welcome
respite from its unrelenting force.

THE CHADWICK

Location: Inner Hebrides

Owned by: Chadwic

Flagged: UK. Gross tonnage: 1463
Cargo:
Built in 18€
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